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ng, when I was asked to write an
‘agazine "Hai Sin", I was really
_'se - Inthe first place, I am not
::.an author, nor have I had such
fore . Excited and a little appre-
* Y decided to take up my pen to
lace from where I come andof which
.' ehang, nicknamed the Garden of

b a tiny island that does not deserve
"' World map, and yet it is unique and
:.°“gh to lure millions of tourists
Orners of the world.
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" Rasa Sayang Hotel:-The first atap’

OF ORIENT

hotel ever built in Malaysia.

When a tourist arrives in Malaysia, the first
thing that puzzles him most is the races in our
community. Penang is no exception, for its popu
-lation is comprised of Malays, Chinese, and
Indians, together with minorities from Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Ceylon, Indonesia, Thailand, Burma,
etc. All these races have their own religions,
cultures, traditions, and historical backgrounds;
in daily life, each can be easily identified with
their costumes™ and language. Despite the differ
-ences, we all share one thing in common: to live
together as Malaysians in a spirit of good will

and tolerance.
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On this island, there flourishes a type of tree
which produces a fruit known as 'Pinang'; it is
from this tree that Penang Island gets its name.
The 'Pinang' is at present a favourite food am-
ong native Malays and Indians. Penang's main
city, Georgetown, is in a process of growth and
expansion and, of course, is no match for a big
city like Taipei. But a recent city reconstruct-
ion scheme, sponsored by the state government
to replan and rebuild the city with sixty-storey
towers surrounded by shopping complexes, gar-
dens, and broad streets, will certainly put this
old city up with the times.A new international
airport at Bayan Lepas, scheduled to be com-
pleted in 1978 to provide a direct landing site
for all planes from distant lands, will certainly
enhance the prosperity of the island.

Now, it is impossikle to tell all about this
lovely island in just a matter of a few paragraphs,‘
so I will limit myself to speaking mainly about the

remarkable tourist attractions and holiday resorts

which surely willinterest you most.
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[HE FORTRESS

In the year 1857, Captain Francis Light, a

British officer well known as 'the Founder of

Penang', landed on Penang Island and declared
her to be a British colony. Shortly-after that,

due to the discovery of Penang as an excellent
harbour for sheltering, replenishing, and refit-

ting British ships, as well as an important cen-

“stand three old but huge build;

ter for collecting local (Ma.

as pepper, betel nut, camph. ]
the British decided to built
fend the harbour against an
Today, the fortress still rema
-rdy though out time, with 7‘F
of it overlooking the serene
-upies an area less than the
field surrounded by a wall abc
four sides with an open gro
soldiers' man euvres. Ben
were built several undergrour
house the soldiers and amm ‘
been tarnished under the re "h
This fortress has alway
tish rule during the past col
progress of the city, the fo "
idly alone any more. A long

ering the beach was built in fz

and a vast playground immedia

behind it. Not far away from |

the British Administrator, whi
-ed as government offices.

city courcil added one more,
serves as a cultural centexl.
ace.favored by both the youn 7_
in the evening, Perhaps, t

one can afford a rest and a p
enjoying the cool sea breeze al

sunset.



other tourist attraction, is
e sea level. One can reach

one is by a3 hours' hike,

ns:
" te way of school children

he other is by funicular rail-
rack was built on the hill. S1

tish colonial days extends from

b to the top. The carriages are

a stron
by strong wire
involved and their rou

g locomotive but instead

cgbles.

are
, 2 up and 2 down at the same

ge can only take 25 passengers

ion.' Penang is one of the
Nthe world to offer a ride

.

Funicular Railway:A carriage on the railway
track moving up the hill slope.

To be sure, having a ride on this tiny carri-
age is something more than a thrill to the newcom
—er. Initially, you will surely have a feeling of
uncertainty toward this strange and novel railway
system. But all that is lost as you are hoisted
higher and higher up the slope, gliding through
the tropical forests with the panoramic scene of
the city of Georgetown. falling before your eyes.
At the hill top, you will find a restaurant, a chi-
ldrens ' playground, and gardens filled with bri-
ghtly coloured flowers such as roses, 'hibiscuses,
orchids ...etc. which blossom at all seasons.
Here again, unexpectedly, tourists will come acr
—o0ss 2 canons left behind by the British. Up to
now, I still can't think of any reason why they

were placed there in the first place.
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The Pagoda: ... largest in S.E. Asia.

This Buddhist monastery is located in a small
market town known as Ayer Itam, just on the out
-shirts of the city of Georgetown. A twenty min-
utes ' ride by bus from Georgetown will bring you
right up to where it is. To reach the interior of
Ket Lok Si you must walk a distance up stoney st
-airs. On both sides of the stairs, there stand
countless stores selling fruits, foods , toys, jew~
elry, medicine and some other local products.

Once inside all the buildings seen here are
similar to that of the ancient Chinese temples in
decoration as well as architecture. There are
numerous buildings, each of which houses a Bud
—-dha statue and a big bowl in front for placing e
joss sticks. Among these, perhaps the one which
houses the Four Giants ( mﬁ@ﬁiﬂ ) will attract
the most attention. These Four Giants are huge
statues, each over 15 feet tall, and are dressed
in ancient Chinese warrior costumes. Acc ording
to Chinese legend, they are supposed to be the

legitimate lawmen under the Lord Buddha, who
preserve justice, law and order in the humanworld.

Further up, there are 3 round pon\ds, built

especially to house tortoises and fish. To Bud-
dhists, these creatures outlive man in years and

they convey a message of everlasting existence

in the world of Buddhism, Tal
Chinese New Year means g s'l
ing this interval, thousands ,‘ i
ers swarm to the monastery,
to these creatures as a tokep
behind these ponds, higher up‘ o
are six bold Chinese Charactepe
-- an appreciation slogan to B

The visit to Ket Lok Si reach
when he stands before the mag
the largest in South East Asja,
Second World War in commemora l‘
this Pagoda is fifteen storeys high
the top, one has to walk up flights
Within each storey, the walls are ¢
with Buddha statues at the four com
way up, it is a common sight to see_
and teachings of Buddha carved on th
Tired and perspiring, you reach the
have a sense of relief and comfort,
entered a paradise. Now, it is time (
bird's eye view of the entire monaste;

market town beneath.

Ever since its existence, Ket Lok.
served much more than just as an ab
~dhist monks and nuns. It is the place':;
disillusioned and the deserted come fo

kneeling before the Lord to seek for en

embarked on a new enterprise, pray to L
His help to see them through; young co
for their everlasting happiness; pamnt
ging their children to the front of the Lo‘.
earnestly so that happiness and comfort
fall their families. In the eyes of BUddhl
favor will be fulfilled sooner or later, ifh
sincere to the Lord.

Buddhism is at present adhered to by ‘
-ority of Malaysian Chinese. Apart from :
Lok Si, there are still several other mona .
ies built for such religious practices, like :
Penang Buddhist Association Center, Siam ¥
Burma Watt...eltc. Perhaps, among these,

Watt is the most outstanding.



manka/aram Temp/e A joint vemure

at Siam Watt, a Buddha statue 108 feet
i)een cast lying casually on a high plat

n the wall surrounding this platform
ures relating to visitors how the original
gave up his luxurious life in his palace

out to seek an answer to man's SOrrows
érings, and how finally this search led
:lceice enlightenment under the Potay tree.
tion to having the third largest Reclining
1n the world, the temple is lined with

’ ds of golden Buddha plaques, while the
-T()f dead devotees are placed in niches be -
;I: 108-foot long Buddha. Like the building
;.nd its decorations, the setting is in the
Thai tradition.

TEMPLE

i'~ exists only one such temple in this wor-
ind it is right here on Penang Island. Loca-

in the countryside at Bayan Lepas, Snake

e is supposed to be a dwelling place for the
of the Snake'. Visitors will often be aston—
y if not terrified, to find snakes every-
€ in the temple especially in front of the God
= - Snakes are also seen coiling up on the

€, Or resting on the branches of tiny trees

and and Malayan Buddhist Association.

Snake resting: on tree branches....
placed in a vase. It is strange, indeed, to learn
that these snakes are 'pacified' and will never
cause any harm unless deliberately irritated.
According to Chinese belief, once a year at the
birthday of the God of the Snake, all the snakes
in the nearby jungles will automatically come out
of their hiding places and come forward to visit
their Lord right here in this temple. Then

they will 'celebrate' for a whole day before
they leave. Today, the God's birthday is still
celebrated with a great festival but no more snake
pilgrims come. And whether the jungle snakes
did gather here in the past is s$till something of
there is a big

a mystery. Behind this temple,

iron case in which a huge python lives. All these
holy snakes will live forever, just like the spirit
of their God.
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If Penang ever achieves its present status in
the eye of foreign tourists, it will be its beautiful
natural beaches that make the largest contribut-
ions. Being situated near the equator, Penang
Island is always hot. Daily weather is warm,
with temperatures between 25° to 30°C , and. sun

-shine is common. This fine weather, coupled

with long stretches of fine, sandy beaches, and



Golden Beach in Batu Ferringgi - /sn't it ook
so inviting and lovely..... ?
the serene blue sea, makes its natural beauty sec

-ond to none.

Just recently, lured by its attractive beaches
and sunshine, hippies from the West have swarmed
to this Island. Here they dwell along the beaches,
earning their living by means of prostitution and
some other crooked ways. Worst still, they are
all drug addicts and often swim and .sunbathe nak
-ed along the beaches. But, the State government
soon took unprecedented action to expel them on
24 hours' notice and denied them all future entry.
Batu Ferringgi, Tanjung Bunga, Muka Head, Gur
-ney Drive, and Batu Man are some of the well-
known holiday resorts, where visitors as well as
local inhabitants have great fun in swimming, sun
-bathing, water skiing and picnicking.

In order to gain more foreign exchange, the
Penang State Government has launched a full sea-
led programme to promote tourism. Under this
project, the City Council has paid great attention
to the Penang holiday resort. Apart from beaut—
ifying the lovely beaches, foreign investors are
encouraged to build luxurious up-to-date hotels
along Batu Ferringgi Beaches. Today, a former
swampy forested area has now been transformed
into a holiday recreation park with hotels, golf-
fields, gardens, and swimming pools. Some of

the magnificient and luxurious hotels are Rasa
- Sayang, Casuarina, Palm Beach, Merlin Club,
Golden Band..... etc. Among these, one that

.heeds some introduction is the Rasa Sayang Hotel

whose unique architecture ma
Malaysian history. Unlike oth@ r
Sayang is not well-known for its
its external appearance which ié
Malaysian atap house. It is heré
chance of seeing the Malaysianﬁ
ional house.

At night, when there are ple
it is a common practice for peopl

-ong Gurney Drive. All along the

stretch of road has already been c{
bright street lights all along the w’b‘ (
side walk with chairs at regular in
ates any passers-by. On the other :
street, there are numerous restaurs
a variety of Chinese foods and drink“

Here the sea remains calm, with ‘,
rhythm, of waves splashing gently -;‘
the cool sea breeze makes one feel
lively; the bright full moon, accompa
-tless glittering stars, shines brightl,
silvery sea as if to share a moment of ¢
peace with those beneath. Clusters oqu
and chat endlessly with all their daily -‘
gone. Kerything seems at rest except
movement of trees in the direction of the?
eze. The distant darkness appears So my
and silence prevails, but occasionally a‘{
tells in advance the arrival of the ice-c d

-ker.

)

I believe here is a scene that can

narrated by words alone.

Gurney Wrive:A place to eat rest and &
around. ’




\garden. A children playground
viime and a ‘love’ park at night.

iith the city life, he can pay a visit to

is a typical playground for children

V s. Right in its center, a tiny circular
been constructed for roller-skating.
‘re by the side of a small stream, there
( sort of a scout camp where youths find
asure in physical training, such as cro
:a river on a single rope or climbing up

e

to a tiny house on the top of a tall tree.

R

d on the hill slope. The cold clear water

ngle narrow stream cutting right through the
den. Here, a winding road had been built to

ide a route by which vehicles can travel ar-

d the entire garden. A narrow hill path can

her in the interior,a variety of animals are
ibited. A pair of hairy and brown-coloured
.. ng hutan'swing with agility and joy in a big
on cage. They were given as gifts by
onesia to the people of Penang. Ina com-

und surrounded by a wire fence, a pair of tro

e is an island full of gardens. When one

] gardens, such as the Botanical Garden,

Park or the Bukit Dumbar Garden. The

e Botanical Garden, located near the Youth
. is one which attracts a great many visitors
‘times . Flowers, shrubs, and tropical for-
ﬁn be seen everywhere in this garden. Sur
_‘led by hills on all sides except the sole en-

e, numerous waterfalls of varying sizes are

| these waterfalls meets on the focthill to form

d visitors up to a pond where lotuses flourish.

-pical deer and a number of mouse deer roam le-
isurely on the green grass. Monkeys are every-
where in the garden, dodging after tourists for
peanuts and bananas. Three pairs of Kangaroos
presented by the Government of South Australia
frolic around with the monkeys, conveyingv the
everlasting friendship of the people of our sister
city, Adelaide.

In the morning, people prefer to come here
for a walk or to practise the Chinese art of self-
defence. The refreshing atmosphere, free from
the pollution of the outside world, is certainly
good for the health. During the evening, the joy-
ful voice of children breaks the silence, as they
go chasing one another on the hilly grassland.
Boys and girls seen in pairs keep themselves away
from the crowd, under the shield or by the river
side. Late at night, the Garden returns to abso
~lute silence, but that doesn't necessarily mean
it is free of visitors. Cars queue all the way al -
ong the road, right up to the interior, and couples
may spend a good time through the night.

Well, that is all I can cover at my very best
about my native homeland. It may be brief, but I
am sure it gives a clear impression of what Penang
Island is like. There are still other interesting
locations on the island, including the Lord Nar-
iamman Temple, the oldest Hindu Temple; the
Kapitan Kling Mosque, built in the early 1800's;
the Tengku Abdul Rahman Aquarium, one of the

" best aquariums in South East Asia; the Goddess

of Mercy Temple, the busiest temple on the island
(built in 1800), the well-known Ayer Itam Dam and
Bukit Dumbar Dam. In fact, much more could be
written and there would hardly be an end at all.

If one day you have the chance, do not hesitate to

set foot on this lovely island!!

Foo Kok Cheng
Lin Tit Beng

Written by
Photographer



